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USF Sarasota-Manatee has created a Global Engagement Office, which aims to
provide students with global academic experiences.

The GEO program will specifically support study abroad programs, collaborations
and agreements with other countries, and advocate for increased international
academic exchanges, a statement said. Cihan Cobanoglu, dean of the College of
Hospitality and Technology Leadership, was named director of GEO.

The establishment of GEO coincides with the university’s mission of graduating
well-rounded students entering a competitive market. “We are already supporting
learning experiences that allow USFSM students to integrate successfully into
international communities and work environments abroad,” Cobanoglu said in the
statement.

Last fall, Conbanoglu brought nine Taiwanese students to USFSM for a Hospitality
certificate program and he is currently working out partnerships with universities
in China, Taiwan, Turkey, France, Germany and South America.

USF Sarasota-Manatee is a regional campus of the University of South Florida.

Marin Guta is an intern with the Tampa Bay Business Journal.
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